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Señor Coconut and His Orchestra

Fiesta Songs

Re-mastered, re-designed plus exclusive bonus tracks
Essay Recordings AY CD 25 (EAN 881390202522)
Release: May, 2010
Señor Coconut’s 10-Year Jubilee
Señor Coconut has every reason to celebrate:10 years ago, he presented his unique project at the (then still vibrant, Cologne-based) Popkomm. Since then, he has toured the world, releasing albums on every continent. His tracks are featured on hundreds of samplers, in advertising spots (recently: Heineken in the USA) and on film soundtracks. He has shared a stage with such legends are the Yellow Magic Orchestra. Musicians such as Joe Jackson and David Bowie are self-proclaimed fans. So it’s time to take a look back and re-release some of his early work. Needless to say, it is all done in true Coco style – with loving care and attention to detail. In the USA, Nacional Records, the leading label for Latin Alternative Music, has been taking his work on board since last year.  Señor Coconut will be celebrating this round anniversary by going on tour again with his fantastically talented line-up.
When Deep Purple met Michael Jackson in the Ballroom: Fiesta Songs

With their Fiesta Songs album, Señor Coconut and his Orchestra prove that South America is the cradle of popular music. Like the beat of a heart that sustains the world’s body of music, the band pumps out a repertoire of megahits from an era when artist’s weren’t just one-hit wonders. To pay Señor Coconut a compliment, he might well be dubbed the Perez Prado of elektronica – and it would be true in many ways. Both have created great work far from their homeland, both have worked on a hybrid of contemporary pop music and have created styles that would later come to be accepted as completely logical and even almost tradition. And people who love to dance don’t even need to bother with the question „can I dance to that“? Of course you can – and how! 

After a successful tour on which the Kraftwerk tracks (from El Baile Alemán) were transposed from Schmidt‘s harddrive to a frenetic Big Band arrangement, Uwe Schmidt started work on the Fiesta Songs album, interpreting Nordic pop hits – such as Sade’s Smooth Operator, and The Doors‘ Riders on the Storm – in his now familiar Electro-Latino style. The album is a veritable feast of Electrolatino cover version from the hand of the master himself, from Smoke On The Water – probably the most frequently quoted rock riff of all time – to Michael Jackson’s Beat It. 

Señor Coconut alias Atom™ transforms classic hits into a computer generated orchestra sound that combines mambo, cha cha cha and merengue and still manages to sound organically cohesive. At the same time, the illusion of authenticity created by vast quantities of audio-data is called into question, as is the compartmentalisation of music in terms of „authenticity“ and „inauthenticity“, „acoustic“ or „electronic“. He treats all data equally, whether live or recorded. That may come as something of a surprise, given the prevailing attitude that only live music is truly authentic, whereas recorded music is not. The fact that every reproduction is a deviation from the original foes without saying. 

Atom™ says of his album: Fiesta Songs is a departure from the obvious references to my electronic origins and is about simulating an acoustic retro-Latin sound – it covers Anglo- American pop hits, whereby the simulation is decoded in places by digital artefacts. Here, too, I wanted to try taking my production process in a new direction: instead of a hundred per cent programming, I first of all made recording of musicians, of the material,  and then blended it with original Latin samples to create something entirely new.

Tracklisting
1. Smoke on the Water (Deep Purple)

2. Negra mi Chachacha (Facundo Rivero)

3. Riders on the Storm (The Doors)

4. Smooth Operator (Sade)

5. El rey de las Galletas

6. Oxygene (Part II) (Jean Michel Jarre)

7. Blue Eyes (Elton John)

8. Las Maracas de Machin

9. Beat it (Michael Jackson)

10. Electrolatino

Bonus Tracks
11. Humo en el agua (Spanish version of Smoke on the Water)

12 Blue Eyes (Karaoke Version)

13. Smooth Operator (Version Suave)
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